
January 2020 FMWC Meeting
Date:  Wednesday, January 15, 2020
Time:  6:30 to 8:00 pm
Location:  Memorial Park Garden 
Center, 3105 Grant Ave.
More information: Call President 
Scott Cutler at 915-494-2193

Word from the President
 Hello Franklin Mountains Wilderness Supporters
 As we enter into 2020 and a new decade it seems a good 
time to reflect on what the Franklin Mountains Wilderness Coalition 
has accomplished over its 41-year history.
 Certainly our most enduring effort resulted in the 
protection of the Franklin Mountains in the late 1970’s which led to 
the formation of the Franklin Mountains State Park which opened 
in 1987. The Coalition has steadfastly worked with many people in 
the community to protect Castner Range’s remaining 7,000+ acres 
from development to protect its magnificent ecological diversity 
and at least limited access.  In recent years we have collaborated 
with and supported other groups to protect lands such as The 
Palisades, the Knapp property and Lost Dog Trail. Along with these 
protection efforts we have also worked to increase the public’s 
awareness of the value of open space land for its ecological 
services and the value to human health, both physical and mental, 
that our mountain lands provide at no cost to us.  A true gift of 
nature.
 We on the board of directors of the Coalition want to thank 
all of our individual and group members for their support over the 
years. Working together we have accomplished remarkable feats 
in land preservation.  However, participation in the running of the 
organization has waned in the last few years.  Membership on the 
board of directors has fallen to the point where we are no longer 
able to sustain a functional board. This coming year, perhaps even 
this coming few months, will determine whether the Coalition 
closes down or morphs into something else.
 The Franklin Mountains Wilderness Coalition has always 
been a supporter and advocate of the state park. One option for 
the Franklin Mountains Wilderness Coalition to continue is to work 
in some fashion as a friends group for the State Park.  
 Our annual meeting will focus on this future and will lead to 
a decision on the organization’s future.  Your input will be greatly 
appreciated.  
 No matter what the final outcome, we can all be proud of 
the good works that have come from our efforts and the efforts of 
those who came before us.
 I look forward to seeing you on January 15th or on a trail in 
the beautiful Franklin Mountains.

Scott Cutler
President, Franklin Mountains Wilderness Coalition

About The Franklin Mountains Wilderness 
Coalition

The Franklin Mountains Wilderness Coalition 
was formed in 1978 and played a central role 
in the events that led to the establishment of 
the Franklin Mountains State Park in 1979.  
The Coalition consists of organizations and 
individuals united in their concern for the 
Franklins in Texas and New Mexico and dedicated 
to:

(1) Preserving the scenic beauty and wilderness 
character of the mountains;

(2) Protecting the plant and animal resources of 
the Mountains and preserving the whole range as 
an intact ecosystem;

(3) Stimulating appreciation of the natural values 
of the Mountains and promoting understanding 
of their biological, cultural and geological 
features; and

(4) Encouraging recreational, scientific and 
educational uses of the Mountains consistent 
with preserving their scenic beauty and 
wilderness character. 

Check out our Facebook page, “like” us, 
and stay up to date with all the events 
and activities happening at the park:
http://on.fb.me/Rpt3ul www.franklinmountains.org
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Round House Trailhead update
In late June of 2019 the Coalition received an e-mail asking about dessert destruction seen on city owned 
land around the Lazy Cow and Round House trails in N.E. El Paso.  Two Coalition board members, Judy 
Ackerman and Scott Cutler, investigated the report on June 21. They did, indeed, find extensive flagging of 
the area with transects cut through the desert going east-west.  Representative Sam Morgan’s office and the 
City were contacted to find out what was happening to this pristine desert area heavily used for recreation 
by El Pasoans. We were told that unexploded ordinances (UXOs) had been reported from the area outside 
of and north of Castner Range.  Contractors had been hired by the Corps of Engineers to non-destructively 
survey the area. The destructive surveying methods were unilaterally undertaken by the contractor and were 
not sanctioned by the Corps of Engineers. Once the destruction had been reported the Corps put a stop 
work order in place and they are now evaluating what to do to try and repair the damage. 

Get 
Involved

Check the 
Websites and 
Facebook 
Events 
section for
Wyler Aerial 
Tramway - Texas 
Parks & Wildlife 
Franklin 
Mountains 
State Park - 
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife

Dues Are Due!
As we start the new year, it is time for us to ask for your continued financial support of the Franklin 
Mountains Wilderness Coalition.  The Coalition is an all volunteer non-profit organization. Funds raised are 
used help the Franklin Mountains State Park and help fund educational activities promoting awareness 
of the Franklin Mountains’ open space value to our environment, our economy, and the well-being of the 
public.  Please consider renewing your dues or becoming a new member today. Enclosed in this mailing is 
a membership form with the suggested dues amounts and where to mail the payment.  If you are receiving 
this notice by e-mail and don’t have a dues form, you can download it from https://franklinmountains.
wordpress.com/join-us/, print it and just mail it to our treasurer at the address below.

Pat White
Treasurer
Franklin Mountains Wilderness Coalition
10525 Texwood
El Paso, Texas 79925

Contact Us
For questions, comments or to be added to our list of subscribers, please 
contact please contact Judy Ackerman at jpackerman53@gmail.com.  
We are also social. Like us on Facebook and Follow us on Twitter.
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FMWC Board
Scott Cutler – President
Vacant – Vice President
Judy Ackerman – Secretary
Pat White – Treasurer
At Large Members

Christi DeBates - Steve Tures – Vacant
The Franklin Mountains Wilderness Coalition

	 Borderland	Mountain	Bike	Association		•		Border	Toasters,	
Toastmasters	International			•		Bordersenses		•		Castner	Heights	
Neighborhood	Association	•	Celebration	of	Our	Mountains	•		
Chihuahuan	Desert	Education	Coalition		•		Eco-Club	EPCC		•		El	Paso	
Archaeological	Society	•		El	Paso	Cactus	And	Rock	Club	•		El	Paso	
County	Master	Gardeners		•		El	Paso	Texas	Flags	Across	America		•		El	
Paso	Native	Plant	Society	•		El	Paso	Regional	Group	Of	The	Sierra	Club	
•		El	Paso/Trans-Pecos	Audubon	Society	•		El	Paso	Youth	Symphony		
•		Environmental	Advocates	at	UTEP		•			Friends	Of	The	Rio	Bosque		
•		Insights		•		League	Of	Women	Voters	Of	El	Paso	•		Mesilla	Valley	
Audubon	Society	•		Mountain	Park	Community	Association		•		National	
Active	and	Retired	Federal	Employees	Chapter	1473		•	NE	El	Paso	
Rotary	Club	•		Palisades	Neighborhood	Association	•		Photography	
Enthusiasts	Of	El	Paso	•		Rio	Grande	Soaring	Association		•		Southern	
New	Mexico	Group	of	The	Sierra	Club		•		Southwest	Environmental	
Center	•		Skyline	Optimist	Club	Of	El	Paso	•	Stick	House	Sanctuary	
•		Sunrise	Neighborhood	Association		•		Trans	Pecos	Chapter	Of	The	
Texas	Master	Naturalists		•	Trinity	First	United	Methodist	Men

DONATE TO PROTECT CASTNER RANGE 
You can make a lasting contribution to protect Castner Range as 
natural open space with your tax-deductible donation to the Castner 
Fund.  Send checks, payable to “Frontera Land Alliance,” to 3800 N. 
Mesa, Suite A2-238, El Paso TX  79902 and note that your gift is for the 
Castner Fund in the memo line.
http://fronteralandalliance.org/ 

Castner Range update 
 On December 10, 2019, the Army held public meetings with updates about the work being done 
to determine the extent of UXOs on Castner Range and what may happen in the next two to three years 
to come up with an action plan. The surveying work has been completed and the contractors are now 
evaluating the data and creating a feasibility study. This will be followed by proposing different options for 
the future cleanup and use of Castner Range. Based on the survey data, Castner has been divided on paper 
into areas showing high density of “munitions of explosive concern” (MECs) and “munitions of concern” (MCs 
– chemical constituents leaching into soil from MECs) and those with low density of MECs and MCs. In the 
diagram below provided by the contracting firm doing the presentation the pink, orange and bluish areas 
were found to have high MEC & MC concentrations while the green and brown areas were identified as low 
concentration of MECs and MCs.
 The Draft Feasibility Studies portion of the Castner Range evaluation process continues and is 
expected to be completed in late 2020. Draft proposed plans and draft decision documents should be 
coming out by 2021 and 2022.  A number of public meetings are planned prior to the writing of the draft 
decision document.  These meetings will be the time for people to evaluate the plans and offer their 

suggestions for what direction 
they would like the future 
of Castner Range to take. It 
was emphasized that these 
dates are not firm – they may 
change.  It will be important for 
everyone to follow the process, 
keep informed, and be ready 
to offer their advice when the 
time comes.




